Transforming chaplaincy: the emergence of a healthcare pastoral care for a post-modern world.
This article provides a snap shot of the current position and recent developments in chaplaincy in health care settings particularly in England, Scotland, the United States of America and Australia in order to guide the emerging modernization agenda in the Australian context, and to assist the acceleration of the local adoption of best practice in pastoral care. Over all, the picture is one of change. As hospitals develop to meet new performance expectations services that work within the hospital system, such as chaplaincy and pastoral care, must also adapt. Rather than chaplaincy being discarded as marginal during these changes, recent research evidence supports the inclusion of pastoral care in holistic health care. Demographic changes also mean that pastoral care needs to have an emphasis on spiritual support if it is to respond to patients of other faith traditions or with secular beliefs.